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Homelessness 
 

Joy In Our Town # 130 30:00 15:00 L PA 

 

 

 

07/25/2008 

07/26/2008 

07/28/2008 

07/29/2008 

07/31/2008 

08/5/2008 

08/12/2008 

 

 

 

 

 

1:00 PM 

3:30 AM 

11:30 AM 

3:30 AM 

3:30 AM 

2:30 AM 

4:00 AM 

 

 
 
Host Allan Box talks with Marsha Cohen, Executive Director for the Homeless Advocacy Project, about homelessness and 
the need for shelter.  Ms. Cohen states that the vast majority of homeless are mothers and kids, and many do not fit the 
general stereotype ( having mental illness, drug addiction, etc).  She says about 3000 people sleep in homeless shelters 
in Philadelphia; 2000 family members and 1000 single men/women.  She says the first thought an individual has when 
he/she has just lost the home usually is “where will I lay my head?”  She says many local homeless shelters are available 
for individuals facing that type of crisis.  She further explains that when Code Blue is intact, such as winter weather, and 
there are no beds left in a shelter, it is important to know that many recreation centers in Philadelphia set up beds.  Ms. 
Cohen goes on to say that Mayor Nutter is allowing 700 new housing opportunities for those in shelters (300 housing 
vouchers for families and 400 for single men/women).  She then states that if an individual comes in contact with a 
homeless person on the street, he/she should not give money, since many use that to feed addictions, but rather provide 
food.  Ms. Cohen also advises individuals to contact an outreach center if the homeless person is impaired and in need of 
help.   

 

Joy In Our Town # 130 30:00 15:00 L PA 
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Host Allan Box talks with Alicia Christian, Executive Director for Dignity Housing, about housing opportunities for low-
income households.  Ms. Christian states that there is a problem with the lack of affordable housing in Philadelphia, with 
an estimated 60,000 households with income below $20,000/year who are in need of housing.  She discusses the unmet 
needs from government officials that low-income households and the homeless have.  She states the need for job training 
and education to increase income, as well as increase of supply of affordable housing for the homeless.  She then 
mentions the need for a continuing commitment to a diverse approach to solving this problem—meaning different people 
need different methods to attain housing.  She states that a continuum of these needs being met will create a root out of 
poverty.  Ms. Christian goes on to say that programs, like the Housing First Program, should be integrated with job 
initiatives, along with creating programs that provide decent and comprehensive day care services for single-working 
parents.  She also states that housing programs need to structure housing for those with special needs (physical/mental 
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disabilities).  Ms. Christian concludes by saying that those in need who enter housing programs, like Dignity Housing, 
should set goals for themselves to help enforce their progress and hard work so that some day they can reach them.   
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Host Allan Box talks with Will O’Brien, Special Projects Coordinator for Project H.O.M.E., about the concern for education 
among the homeless.  Mr. O’Brien states that the causes of homelessness can be both from social structure—erosion of 
industrial jobs over the last 30 years, decline of affordable housing—as well as individual problems—drug addiction and 
mental illness.  He says the highest population of homeless people in Philadelphia are mothers and children.  He says a 
bad education system can create a rise in poverty and even homelessness, yet a good education system can be the 
solution to helping the homeless get back on their feet.  Mr. O’Brien says homeless individuals come from different 
educational backgrounds, so each needs to be assessed where their educational level is and what their goals are 
depending on the situation.  He recommends the homeless or those helping them to seek programs that provide 
educational services, as well as forming a relationship with a tutor in order to continue schooling.  Mr. O’Brien then says 
that the public should advocate for an education system that works for everyone, especially those in poverty.  He also 
says we may need to reform public schools or develop alternative education for those recovering from homelessness or 
those who are at risk of becoming homeless.   
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Host Allan Box talks with Elizabeth Eisenhart, Director of Outreach for Stand Up For Kids-Philadelphia, about 
understanding and helping homeless youth in our region who have been abused.  Ms. Eisenhart states that the public has 
a huge misconception about homeless youth, which is that it exists altogether.  She begins by saying 90% of homeless 
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youth come from abusive households, and turn to the streets for refuge.  She says this actually creates a negative cycle 
for those kids and their development.  She explains this by discussing the 4 major ways they survive: stealing, 
prostitution (42% introduced to this with the first 48 hours), selling and using drugs, and panhandling.  She says this 
survival opens a variety of problems; such as illnesses, addiction, legal issues, assault, etc.  She says many homeless 
youth do not have enough self-esteem or education to reach out to resources for help.  Ms. Eisenhart emphasizes the 
importance of the love and trust, and safe environment needed for these homeless youth.  She says many fear foster 
care because of the past abuse they suffered—and do not want to risk going through that again.  She states that people, 
like those from outreach programs, need to create a trust with homeless youth in order to help them off the streets and 
begin to help build productive lives for themselves.   
 

 

Joy In Our Town # 137 30:00 15:00 L PA 

 

 

 

09/19/2008 

09/20/2008 

09/22/2008 

09/23/2008 

09/30/2008 

10/2/2008 

 

 

 

 

 

1:00 PM 

3:30 AM 

11:30 AM 

3:30 AM 

4:00 AM 

4:00 AM 

 

 
 
Host Allan Box talks with Jim Piasecki, Corporate Assistant Director for Resources for Human Development, and Genny 
O’Donnell, Director of the Coordinated Homeless Outreach Center for the Resources for Human Development, about 
health concerns for the homeless.  Ms. O’Donnell says many homeless individuals do not have health insurance, and also 
do not receive proper health care (many treated without having cause of illness determined).  She says homeless people 
suffer from common illnesses, but many deal with being exposed to the elements of the street, in which they develop 
Ammonia, more viruses/flues than the common person, and others.  She also says in family shelters, germs are spread 
very easily, such as measles and mumps.  Mr. Piasecki then says other common health issues homeless individuals face 
are substance abuse, and diabetes-since many eat a lot of starch since that is what is only available to them, as well as 
foot problems-since they are always using their feet to travel.  He says doctors and those in the ER need to spend more 
time with the homeless to find out what physical concerns they have and what type of solution they are seeking.  Ms. 
O’Donnell then says there is a need for more outreach, and health care needs to be brought to the homeless since many 
do not know how to attain it on their own, as well as the need to develop more services that understand that homeless 
individuals have specific issues, and each needs to be treated with individual care.   
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Host Allan Box talks with Mike Graber, Director of Veterans Services for Impact Services Corporation, about informing the 
public of homeless veterans in our area.  Mr. Graber states that for the past 20 years, the largest group of homeless 
individuals are veterans---Philadelphia recently announced that homelessness is up; therefore, more veterans have 
become homeless.  He discusses the impact those serving the country deal with oversees (witnessing fellow soldiers 
violently killed, bloodshed, etc.) and the psychological trauma experienced.  He says this trauma (Post-Traumatic Stress 
Syndrome) causes many veterans to resort to behavior they are not used to—such as alcoholism.  He says often veterans 
become homeless as a result.  He then says there are currently more younger soldiers (18-19yrs old) returning from the 
current conflict oversees with traumatic brain injuries, on top of physical injuries and substance abuse.  Mr. Graber 
emphasizes that there are not enough special needs programs/services, and there is needed legislation to help fund 
them.  He states that the public needs to vote, and be influential with their Congressmen, Senators and other elected 
officials, and make them understand the need for these programs/services.   

 
 

Civic Affairs 

Joy In Our Town # 127 30:00 15:00 L PA 
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07/10/2008 

07/15/2008 
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Host Allan Box talks with Pennsylvania State Senator Stewart Greenleaf, 12th Senatorial District, about puppy mill 
legislation.  Sen. Greenleaf discusses puppy mills as those who raise dogs for business, usually on farms.  He says many 
in Pennsylvania  raise puppies inhumanely, with poor sanitation, no/little veterinary care, cages stacked on top of one 
another, carelessness with breeding, and some even cut the vocal cords to reduce barking without a professional present.  
Sen. Greenleaf states that legislation needs to make sure dogs in these mills are being treated with proper care.  He 
emphasizes the need for bills to be passed that provide options for consumers to sue if a puppy has an incurable disease 
or is not bred properly.  He also says stronger penalties should be enforced for those who treat animals cruelly.  Sen. 
Greenleaf advises the public to buy puppies/dogs from a known breeder, but if it is purchased from a shop, the consumer 
needs to ask specific questions of where the dog came from—if it was a mill, what were the conditions.  He also 
emphasizes that individuals get their dog proper veterinary care right after the purchase to ensure good health.   
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Host Allan Box talks with Pennsylvania State Representative Rick Taylor, of the 151st District, about Healthcare legislation 
in Pennsylvania.  Rep. Taylor states that over 767,000 Pennsylvanians do not have healthcare.  He says this is a problem 
in that when they go to the Emergency Room, the cost is extremely high and most will not be able to pay-which will then 
be put into the premiums of those who are covered.  He then discusses PA ABC, saying this program will provide most PA 
residents with health insurance without overtaxing individuals.  He says this will generate tax from smokeless tobacco 
products, cigarettes (10 cents), and a portion of medical malpractice liabilities from doctors can be taken to also help fund 
it.  He emphasizes the unfairness of many of those not covered with health insurance, such as those working multiple 
jobs and small business owners with large premiums who cannot afford them.  Sen. Taylor then explains solutions for the 
rising cost of Healthcare, such as inventorying hospital-acquired infections and stemming it (the longer a patient is in the 
hospital- the higher the cost), having more clinics that treat non-emergency issues, making sure those in the medical 
field-such as registered nurses- practice full scope of training so a doctor is not always needed, which will save money.  
Sen. Taylor then advises the public to contact their State Representative and Senator and give ideas as well as expressing 
how important of an issue healthcare really is.   
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Host Allan Box talks with Pennsylvania State Senator Stewart Greenleaf, 12th Senatorial District, about alternative energy 
and legislation in our region.  Sen. Greenleaf states that solar energy emulates from the sun, and can be harvested 
through solar rays, and produce electricity.  He says solar panels, which are used on homes, save individuals money on 
their electric bill, and when more energy is produced than being used-it will go back to the grid and the electric company 
will actually give credit to the individual, which is very economical.  He says this will also reduce dependence on foreign 
oil and the burning of fossil fuels.  He then states that alternative energy sources produce energy and are not finite.  Sen. 
Greenleaf suggests individuals to use electric cars (bill trying to be passed for this) for local use-and if used every day, 
they will significantly reduce gasoline consumption.  He also recommends hybrid cars.  He goes on to mention other tips-
also recommended by environmental agencies-setting thermometers low, using compact fluorescent light bulbs, air dry 
dishes and turning the computer and monitor off when not in use.  Sen. Greenleaf then states that many grants and 
loans are currently being offered to business to funnel alternative energy programs.   
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Host Allan Box talks with Pennsylvania State Representative Rick Taylor, of the 151st District, about property tax reform in 
our region.  Rep. Taylor states that property tax reform is about how we fund our schools, ensuring they will be beneficial 
for children, but without hurting homeowners (schools are funded by property tax).  He says local school districts levy the 
tax, and when some demands come upon the district-the budget may shortfall—in which there will either be a cut back 
on a school program or a raise in property tax for more revenue.  He emphasizes how damaging this would be for those 
with low or fixed income, especially seniors.  Sen. Taylor then discusses House Bill 1332, saying this is set to eliminate 
property taxes for those 65+ and with income less than $50,000/yr, which would be beneficial for retired seniors who 
worked their entire adult lives and now live in a community where a new school is being built, making it difficult for them 
to live financially-in which some are forced out of their homes.  He goes on to say we also need a good funding formula 
for schools so children have the opportunity to acquire good education and can later contribute to society.  He then 
mentions Act 1, which calls for gaming casinos to be a source for property taxes.  Sen. Taylor also mentions the Property 
Tax Rent Rebate Program, which entitles homeowners with income $35,000 or less to a rebate, and individuals should 
contact their State Representative or Senator for more information about that.   
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Host Allan Box talks with Assemblyman Dr. herb Conaway Jr., Legislative District 7 New Jersey, about Health Information 
Technology legislation in New Jersey.  Assemblyman Conaway emphasizes the need for New Jersey, much like the rest of 
the country, to have health information accessible to doctors and in Emergency Rooms.  He illustrates how, when visiting 
a physician, time needs to be taken to attain recent tests results/health conditions (X-Rays, Lab tests, new medications 
given in ER, etc.)  He says this information should be readily available so doctors make accurate decisions during check-
ups.  He also says this will speed up procedures and advance and improve an individual’s health overall.  He emphasizes 
that if health information is not readily available, the health of an individual may suffer, as will the population, and then 
policies will cause the public to spend more on Healthcare.  Assemblyman Conaway stresses that health information 
technology will allow individuals to access their up-to-date health information online and contact the physician to provide 
it to him/her—allowing the speed and accuracy needed in the Healthcare system.   

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Education 
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Host Allan Box talks with Mary O’Brien, President and C.E.O. of A Better Philadelphia, about improving education for the 
youth.  Ms. O’Brien states that there is a significant connection between youth violence and education.  She says that a 
major consequence on youth, family and community violence is the affect on academic performance.  She mentions that 
poor grades, the height in the drop-out rate and absenteeism result from youth involved with violence.  She explains that 
if the community helps get rid of violence, kids will be more focused on what is happening in the classroom; and not 
focused on the fear of getting home safe, crime taking place in the neighborhood, etc.  Ms. O’Brien goes on to say that 
expectations seem to be set lower for education than what should be---many teachers are exhausted and frustrated, 
perhaps because the expectations are set at a level they cannot handle.  She says helping teachers understand they can 
do more without burning them out is important—and that having a positive mindset when entering the classroom is 
proven to have affective results on how students pay attention.  Ms. O’Brien then states that children, parents and 
teachers should realize the importance of education in that the more someone has, the better outcome of his/her life 
(better job, more income, et.).   
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Host Allan Box talks with Dr. Idris Stovall, Director Faculty Modis Access Science Program for the Netter Center for Community 
Partnerships for the University of Pennsylvania, about strengthening the Mathematics and Science Curricula in our schools.  Dr. 
Stovall states that there is a “math-phobia” that exists with many students in our schools, which is intimidation of studying and 
learning this subject.  He says that there is an issue in that math and science are under resourced, and there is a demand from the 
workforce in both of these areas for the many new jobs coming onto the market. He then says that math is a language of thought 
and sciences-and it is important for everyone to be versed in this.  Dr. Stovall goes on to explain the important components needed 
to strengthen the math and science curricula in our schools.  He says that offering special projects to schools is one in that it will 
provide a human aspect, professionally developing teachers (having them interact with each other on how to utilize the resources), 
course partnerships with other schools/universities and evaluating the curricula are the major factors.  Dr. Stovall says teaching kids 
math/sciences at a younger age is important in that it will offset the ‘math-phobia’ and develop their minds to maintain this type of 
study. 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Program Title       Program       Topic Duration     Segment    Type    Airdate    Time 
                             Duration                                     Source 
 

The figures designated as TOPIC SEGMENT DURATION is based upon our good faith judgment and may not represent exact time. 
 

September, 2008          Page 9 of 16 
 

 

 

Joy In Our Town # 131 

 

 

30:00 

 

 

15:00 

 

 

L 

 

 

PA 

 

08/1/2008 

08/2/2008 

08/5/2008 

08/7/2008 

08/12/2008 

08/14/2008 

08/19/2008 

 

 

1:00 PM 

3:30 AM 

3:30 AM 

3:30 AM 

2:30 AM 

4:00 AM 

4:00 AM 

 

 
 
Host Allan Box talks with Ron Cowell, President of the Education Policy & Leadership Center, about education funding in 
our region.  Mr. Cowell states that the major problem with education funding in Pennsylvania is the inequity of 
opportunity and resources to support the opportunity.  He explains the Costing-Out Study, mandated by the General 
Assembly, which was intended to determine the cost from district to district needed to give every student the opportunity 
to accomplish academic standard.  He says a methodology was used to determine what successful school districts are 
doing, along with the costs of their educational assets.  He says legislation formed a plan to meet with professional 
educators and consider what ingredients were needed to provide an affective public school system-then cost-out those 
ingredients.  Mr. Cowell goes on to say that as of the past several years, Pennsylvania was one of the most unfair and 
worst states with the state-wide school funding system in the country.  He says the state budget had become cheap for 
education funding, therefore putting a burden on tax-payers (in Pennsylvania, 44% of property tax was used for 
education funding).   He says much progress has taken place with this year’s budget; however, there is still a need for 
special education since it was not included in the budget formula.  He then says a firm commitment was not made for a 
dollar amount and particular schedule to get us through the next 6 years, and that is what now needs to be the focus for 
legislation for education funding.   
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Host Allan Box talks with Ron Cowell, President of the Education Policy & Leadership Center, about concerns of education 
and legislation.  Mr. Cowell states important goals concerning education:  early education strategy, a qualified teacher in 
every classroom, leadership, a fair school funding system and higher education goal (access for all students financially 
and geographically).  He discusses a recent debate in Pennsylvania regarding the state Board of Education imposing a 
regulation that requires every student, in order to graduate, to pass a state assessment or series of tests (each subject 
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specific).  He says this is controversial in that it may not measure student success fairly and may be inadequate to 
determining what general student success is overall.  Mr. Cowell then explains the education gap among races, saying 
there is a tremendous gap in Pennsylvania, and raising expectations for all students is key, however, the resources 
needed to back those expectations are lacking all over the state.  He states that in Pennsylvania, property tax was relied 
on for many years for school funding, but is not that affective in that if the wealth of the community is struggling, so will 
the school system, creating a more unequal school opportunity system.   Mr. Cowell states that legislation needs to focus 
on more common standards among all states rather than specific tests.  He says with new legislation, perhaps we will see 
a focus on a broad definition of education success, which will be beneficial for the education system in Pennsylvania. 
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Host Allan Box talks with Maura McInerney, Staff Attorney for the Education Law Center, about education stability for 
youth in foster care.  Ms. McInerney states that education is a critical link to life outcomes.  She says kids in foster care 
are in a position of changing schools very often, and there are 22,000 kids in foster care in Pennsylvania.  She says a 
major issue is that there is a lack of education stability, with most foster kids switching schools more than 3 times (every 
time a child switches, he/she looses 3-6 months of education progress).  Ms. McInerney then discusses emotions, saying 
studies indicate that many foster children experience developmental delays from exposure to trauma at a young age, 
which has a neurological impact on them.  She goes on to say that in Philadelphia, 70% of foster kids will not graduate 
high school, and many are significantly behind in math and reading. She says absenteeism and truancy are also major 
problems among foster kids, and they are more likely to be incarcerated, homeless and unemployed.  Ms. McInerney 
emphasizes the need for prompt enrollment and Educational Advocates-who know the child very well and will represent 
his/her educational needs.  She also says there is a need for mentors, roll models and consistency in their lives in order to 
ensure placement in one school and a great education. 
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Host Allan Box talks with Mary O’Brien, President & C.E.O. of A Better Philadelphia, and Lacy McIntire, volunteer for A 
Better Philadelphia, about community violence.  Ms. O’Brien defines violence as an act of perpetration that hurts someone 
or a threatened or intended action--physical or financial assault against an individual, family or community.  Ms. McIntire 
says certain communities have more violence than others, but most at least involve teens harassing people walking by.  
Ms. O’Brien says a community can be geographical or a group of people with similar interests-and all need to be reached 
to determine which deal with the most violence, and what needs to be done depending on the situation of each.  Ms. 
McIntire states leadership is extremely important for youth to attain, and doing small acts of kindness is affective in that it 
spreads to a larger scale (ex. One person picking up trash on a block will motivate others to clean up as well), and from 
there, the standards can be raised.  She also says young adults should be a good influence on younger kids, and teach 
them to express their anger through art/writing, rather than acting out in the community.  Ms. O’Brien then says adults 
need to do their part in putting positive ideas in kids’ heads since that will also help them to not become 
violent/depressed.  She also says self-esteem plays a huge role, and teaching/demonstrating this will cause it to spread 
from one to another, making the communities and overall better place.   
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Host Allan Box talks with David Olmo, S.A.V.E. Program Director for the Anti-Violence Partnership of Philadelphia, about 
breaking the cycle of violence among the youth.  Mr. Olmo states that youth violence may take place in the community, 
home or the school.  He says kids may be negatively impacted by media, particularly with video games and hip-hop 
culture (music videos).  He explains that many young people tend to attain a message of wanting to get respect without 
giving it, perhaps derived from media or their own background, or combination of both.  Mr. Olmo goes on to say that 
communication is key, especially from both parents, since they both have a significant impact on their child, and may 
positively influence that child.  He emphasizes that adults really need to be a mentor to troubled youth, communicate with 
truth and understanding-openly and honestly.  He also states that kids, especially those dealing with violence, need to 
have a support system, whether it be family, mentors, or neighbors.   
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Host Allan Box talks with Joe Grace, Executive Director of CeaseFire PA, about gun violence and gun laws in Pennsylvania.  
Mr. Grace says that gun violence is a problem throughout Pennsylvania, mostly due to the easy access to handguns.  He 
says individuals do have the right to bear Arms, but with that comes gun responsibility.  He says gun laws need reform in 
Pennsylvania---stronger handgun safety protections.  Mr. Grace then discusses Straw Purchase as a person who buys 
gun(s) for the intent of selling them on the street with a marked-up price to perpetrators committing violence in the 
community.  He says a key reform is Lost or Stolen Handgun Reporting, which requires the individual to report to 
authorities if his/her gun is stolen/lost (within 3 days)—which would install fear in the Straw Purchaser, then breaking the 
flow of selling handguns to perpetrators/felons.  A concerned member from public asks about the quality of life in 
Pennsylvania under new legislation, in which Mr. Grace advises the public to contact their State Representative and 
express their concern of gun laws/violence.   
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Host Allan Box talks with John Apeldorn, President of the Citizen Crime Commission of the Delaware Valley, about 
homicide rate awareness in our region.  Mr. Apeldorn states that the homicide rate elevates during summer months, as 
does gang and drug activity.  He says 55% of homicides are caused from arguments, 15% are drug related, 15% 
highway robbery and the rest incidental murder.  He says murder cases are much more difficult than others in that the 
entire scene needs to be investigated carefully in order to accumulate as much evidence as possible, as well as the need 
to track witnesses.  He states that in Philadelphia last year, 85% of murders were committed with a gun, most others by 
stabbing.  Mr. Apeldorn advises members of the community to form a team (Town Watch, Block Watch) to keep a look 
out on any crimes or abandoned houses where crime may take place.  A concerned member of the public asks about 
what should be done if she is approached by a robber: Mr. Apeldorn advises to give any items to the robber that are 
asked for, look closely at characteristics-facial or other-so police can have a description to go by.  He also advises to carry 
only what is needed so the robber will not be able to get too much.   
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Host Allan Box talks with Walter Phillips Jr., Chairman for the Pennsylvania Commission on Crime & Delinquency, about 
the need for Specialty Courts in the criminal justice system.  Mr. Phillips defines Specialty Courts-more specifically 
Treatment Courts- as courts that treat a symptom that caused the individual to commit a crime (mental illness, drug use, 
DUI).  He says these courts have a huge impact in that they have dropped the recidivism rate, and also save the taxpayer 
money since less people are housed in prisons.  He says the defendant has to be willing to go into the Treatment Court 
program, as the attorney and judge also need to approve this as well.  He states that the defendant does not go to jail, 
but goes through treatment and brought back to the Judge often to have his/her progress evaluated.  He says Drug 
Courts really work well since the Judge imposes jail if the defendant does not give up the drug use.  Mr. Phillips states 
that these courts differ from regular ones in that the Judge is involved on an ongoing basis with the defendant.  He says 
these courts are also affective in that they can help the convicted individual gain employment and get his/her life back 
together.   

 
 

 
 

Economy 
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Host Allan Box talks with Stephanie Bittner, Community Education and Outreach Coordinator for the Consumer Credit 
Counseling Service of Delaware Valley, about managing everyday expenses during a struggling economy.  Ms. Bittner 
states that inflation is at 4% (4% more for the same standard of living), and the public needs to really take control of 
their expenses.  She advises writing down income, then all monthly expenses on the other side of the paper and ranking 
importance from top to bottom.  She says those at bottom should be eliminated/reduced.  She says many people develop 
a cycle of relying on credit cards each month-causing the balance to go up, which is a problem in that credit cards should 
build credit-not cause consumers to go into debt.  Ms. Bittner then discusses the rise in gas prices, saying this affects 



Program Title       Program       Topic Duration     Segment    Type    Airdate    Time 
                             Duration                                     Source 
 

The figures designated as TOPIC SEGMENT DURATION is based upon our good faith judgment and may not represent exact time. 
 

September, 2008          Page 14 of 16 
 

everyone, regardless of age and income level.  She recommends shopping around, since gas stations vary in price, buying 
with cash since credit cards charge more, and even carpooling or riding a bike.  She says the community, especially 
seniors and those with low-income, need to reach out to local social service agencies to see if any emergency funds exist.  
She says seniors are heavily affected since they have fixed-income, and need to see which senior citizen discounts they 
are eligible for, as well as taking advantage of the Economic Stimulus Rebates.  Ms. Bittner then states that individuals 
need to be proactive in contacting lenders and utility companies to have rates lowered.  
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Host Allan Box talks with Sallie Glickman, C.E.O. for the Philadelphia Workforce Investment Board, about the economy 
with employment in our region.  Ms. Glickman first states that the economy is changing rapidly, and there is a need for 
the workforce to be nimble and flexible in order to be ready to move into the jobs now being created.  She illustrates the 
problem of the undereducated workforce in our region, saying that this will inhibit employers from coming into the 
Philadelphia area, which would be a negative factor for our economy.  She goes on to say that the jobs that are now 
opening will require an educated and credentialed workforce to fill them.  She emphasizes the point that the labor force is 
what is going to fuel our economic growth.  Ms. Glickman states that the two important factors in preparing for the new 
economy are education credential and early work experience.  She explains this by saying education credential is 
important in that this is heavily required for the types of jobs now entering into the workforce, and early work experience 
is affective because those with early access to the labor market are more likely to work as they get older as well as 
continue their education.  Ms. Glickman then says that those with higher education earn a lot more money during their 
lifetime than those with a high school diploma.   
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Host Allan Box talks with R. Thurston Hyman, Housing Counselor for the Philadelphia Unemployment Project, about the 
foreclosure crisis in our region.  Mr. Hyman states that the foreclosure crisis is a major problem presently.  He says many 
homeowners who fall behind in their mortgage tend to avoid the situation, which makes it worse-and they should make 
payment arrangements with the mortgage company.  He then discusses the Homeowners Emergency Mortgage 
Assistance Program, saying it is a type of loan set up to get struggling homeowners back on track with payments, and 
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specifically for those more than 3 months behind.  A concerned member of the public asks about the status of the current 
foreclosure crisis in Philadelphia: Mr. Hyman says it is huge, and some programs have been implemented-but the rate is 
still currently high.   He then advises those buying a home to not overextend themselves, and they need to develop a 
budget plan to see what home is financially available, since it is an investment of a lifetime.  Another community member 
asks about creating a budget, even though she is not currently looking for a home yet: Mr. Hyman advises everyone 
definitely should-and that the cost of mortgage should be at the top of the list.  Mr. Hyman then says if homeowners fall 
behind in these hard economic times (for what may be a long time ahead), they should reach out to a housing 
counselor/agency, and begin negotiations with the mortgage company. 
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Host Allan Box talks with Aqil Sabur, President & C.E.O. of the Philadelphia Commercial Development Corporation, about 
rebuilding neighborhoods on an economic level with the impact of small business.  Mr. Sabur states we are currently 
facing challenging economic times in that banks are cutting back on lending due to the Sub-Prime crisis, unemployment is 
up, and tax receipts are down at city, state and Federal levels.  He says small business can impact neighborhoods 
positively, as long as they are successful.  He claims those starting their own business need to put 6 months of their living 
expenses in reserve and pay down any existing debt.  He also says when starting a business, the individual(s) need a 
lawyer, accountant and insurance agent.  Mr. Sabur then says for the business to continue success, the wealth/profits 
need to be created, retained and transferred to the next generation—as well as a good management system for the cash 
and the plan to keep customers flowing.  He goes on to say that cash-based businesses (some restaurants, day care, 
etc.) will thrive even during a struggling economy, and it is important attain a relationship with a bank officer to ensure a 
healthy business.   
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Erick Stakelbeck, CBN News Reporter WASHINGTON - World markets plunged again today after the worst day on Wall 
Street since the 9/11 terrorist attacks. Investors are worried who will be the next victim of the credit crisis and they're 
wondering just how long it will last.  As Wall Street goes, so goes the world's markets. With several of America's financial 
giants either gone or teetering on the brink, stock markets from Asia to Europe are feeling the strain.  Markets took a dive 
Tuesday in Hong Kong, Japan and Britain -- while countries like Australia and India flooded money markets with cash. All 
want to avoid the troubles that have stunned Wall Street.  The demise of Lehman Brothers and buyout of Merrill Lynch 
sent shockwaves among investors Monday.  News that leading companies like AIG and Washington Mutual were also 
struggling added to the sense of uncertainty -- with investors even fleeing stable companies like Goldman Sachs and 
Morgan Stanley.  The chaos caused the Dow to plunge 504 points -- the sixth worst point drop ever.  The world's largest 
insurance company -- AIG -- may be next on the chopping block. But don't look for the federal government to bail the 
company out.  After stepping in on behalf of Bear Stearns Freddie Mac and Fannie Mae, the government made it clear it 
wouldn't save Lehman Brothers or Merrill - and it's now leaving Wall Street to clean up its own mess.  Pat Robertson, CBN 
Host, talks with Dennis Gartman, financial expert and author of The Gartman Letter about the market plunge and the 
seriousness of the problem.  No one wants to lend money to anyone else.  AIG’s loans were irresponsibly made and if 
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corrected 18 months ago it would be easier today.  The “netting affect” is the problem.  The ability to borrow money will 
be more difficult.  The economic slow down is a bit more unmanageable.   
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Host Allan Box talks with Beth Mingy, Drug & Alcohol Assistant Administrator for the Delaware County Office 
of Behavioral Health, about the affect of children growing up in a substance abuse household.  Ms. Mingy 
states that kids often feel they are the cause of their parents substance abuse problem—and that they need to 
know they did not cause it, it can not be cured and it can not be controlled.  She says 25% of kids under 18 
has 1 or both parents that are substance abusers.  Ms. Mingy then explains common roles of children in a 
substance abuse household, illustrating the often “hero” child—who does everything well (good grades, 
activities) to ensure everything is perfect so the parent(s) will not use drugs/alcohol.  She then says the next 
is the “scapegoat” child, who often can not keep up with the “hero” and develops early problem behavior 
(cutting class, bad grades, etc.), as well as be at higher risk of becoming a substance abuser as well.  She 
then mentions the “comic” kid, who usually tries to make family laugh to help everyone be alright.  She lastly 
discusses the “lost” child, saying he/she is quiet, and if no problem is caused, everything will be OK.  Ms. 
Mingy says that resources are available for those who have loved ones with substance abuse.  She 
emphasizes the importance of those with substance abuse parents, that they also need support systems and 
resources to help themselves cope.  Ms. Mingy also states that children of substance abusers need to 
communicate their feelings to anyone willing to listen in that it is extremely important for their well being.   

 
 
 


