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Families suffering from homelessness are increasing because of the difficult economy, rent or
mortgage that is more than 30% of their income. 240,000 low-income Hoosier households
pay rent they cannot afford. 150,000 have unaffordable mortgages. Indiana is number one in
foreclosure in the country. Indiana also has a very low appreciation rate. Thirteen shelters
have closed in the last couple of years. 40% of men’s shelters are prisoner reentry into
society. IHCDA is providing 150 million for below market rate mortgages for people at or
below 80% median income so they can access a mortgage product and down payment
assistance up to 3500.00. Homeownership counseling and education is available for someone
who has fallen into difficulty to get help with their mortgage before it goes into default.
IHCDA works with the shelters to move into a supportive housing model so that when people
do go into a shelter, they are not there for a long period. They offer many programs to take
people from homelessness to home ownership.
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Barbara welcomes Brian Walls, Founder of Tear Down the Walls Ministries. Brain says that
homelessness is a concern in Bloomington and 3800 are homeless in Indianapolis on any
given night. They are living in shelters, on the streets, sleeping behind churches, in allies or
under bridges and overpasses. Recent statistics in Indianapolis say that 1500 children are
homeless on any given night. The shelters are full most of the time. The reasons are many.
Either they do not know where to seek help, no family or have moved themselves away from
available help. Even with the winter contingency plan when the temperature is 32 degrees or
below, there are still as many as 200 people sleeping on the streets. Families usually have to
be separated with dad at one shelter and mother and children at another. Brian says that
many people on the streets have had hard times or no family to support them and find
themselves homeless. Women in abusive relationships with children end up homeless. Brian
says he does not really see an end to homelessness. Some choose habit over paying rent or
have mental instability that is causing them to make poor decisions. This makes it difficult to
eliminate homelessness. The organization works with other agencies and faith based
coalitions to put an end to the problem and serve people better. TDTW provides lunch each
day and evening outreach 2-3 nights per week, taking food to the streets. They try to get the
homeless into shelters if possible or make sure they have blankets, coats and gloves to
survive and not freeze to death.

The figure designated as Topic Segment Duration is based on our good faith judgment and may not represent exact time.



